
Meeting The Challenges Of Autism In The 21st Century

Developmental Learning Center - Warren
217 Mountain View Road   Warren, New Jersey   07059

A school staffed and administered by the Morris-Union Jointure Commission

Morris-Union Jointure Commission
340 Central Avenue

New Providence, NJ 07974
(908) 464-7625
www.mujc.org

This brochure was produced and underwritten by the Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC

"We wanted to introduce a new paradigm to the
educational environment for students with autism and related

developmental challenges, and we've done just that with
the Developmental Learning Center in Warren."

Dr. Kim Coleman
Superintendent of the Morris-Union Jointure Commission

DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER – WARREN



ÒOne measure of a society
is how it supports its children.

This school Ð as well as the vision and people behind it Ð 
will bring enormous benefit to children,

and I am very proud, as an architect,
to have been a part of its design and its creation."

Mr. Peter C. Campisano
Partner, USA Architects; Trustee, Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC

ÒThe Developmental Learning Center-Warren
represents truly visionary thinking

and an unparalleled commitment to children with autism.
It is an exemplary legacy for our community.Ó

Mr. Robert Tokash
President, Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC
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“This school demonstrates
a true appreciation

of the unique needs of children with autism
and it provides them with

the most supportive learning environment available.” 

Ms. Barbara Flynn
President, P.R.O.P. (Developmental Learning Center parents’ organization) 

“In just about every relevant measure, this facility is raising
the bar in the education of students with special needs.

In 25 years of reviewing special education programs
nationally and internationally, I would be hard pressed to find

another school like the Developmental Learning Center-Warren
– it really is a dramatic breakthrough.”

Dr. Charles Maher
Professor of Psychology, Graduate School of Applied and Professional Psychology

Rutgers University

DEAR FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS OF THE
DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER-WARREN,

We are grateful for your interest in our new facility for students with 
autism. This school has evolved from dream to concept to blueprint to 
completed construction of what is surely one of the most innovative 
schools of its kind in the country. In many respects, the development 
process was emblematic of the Morris - Union Jointure Commission’s 
mission statement, Quality Through Collaboration. 

As a community focused on autism spectrum disorders, we are excited 
by the promise of our new facility. Our Board of Education, teachers, 
staff, administrators, parents, and Foundation Board of Trustees are 
more committed than ever to the goal of providing the very best 
opportunities for learning for our students.

We trust you will find the accompanying pages informative and inspir-
ing, and we welcome your active support and involvement in our very 
unique new school.

Sincerely,

Dr. Kim B. Coleman
Superintendent

MUJC

Mr. Jerry Tarnoff
President

MUJC Board of Education

Mr. Robert F. Tokash
President

Autism Education Foundation
of the MUJC



pollution. Its passive solar design incorpo-
rates energy efficient lights, clearstory 
windows that provide abundant natural 
daylight, and a general building orienta-
tion and angled roofs intended to maxi-
mize the advantage of the sun. 

In addition, some of the storm water 
detention systems were provided under 
the parking areas to help keep the 
grounds well hydrated.  Retaining walls 
were covered with landscape to also 
integrate the mountain setting into the 
entire design.

It is important for students with autism

to develop confidence utilizing

functional, independent skills in

preparation for their transition from

school to adult life. The enhancement

of vocational, communication, safety,

academic, and social skills, is critical

for students with autism to succeed

in the community.
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THE MORRIS - UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION
The Morris-Union Jointure Commission (MUJC) is a cooperative 
educational agency providing services and programs to meet the 
needs of its 28 constituent school districts. The primary purposes of 
the MUJC are to identify needs and to provide creative educational 
approaches and programs to member school districts. Additionally, 
the MUJC provides a forum for school districts to work coopera-
tively in studying common problems while maintaining district 
priorities. In addition to the Developmental Learning Center-Warren, 
the MUJC also administers Developmental Learning Centers in New 
Providence and Union Ð both of which are filled to capacity with 
students from approximately 100 school districts.

THE AUTISM EDUCATION FOUNDATION OF THE MUJC
The purpose of the Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC is to 
provide supplementary resources to students with autism to ensure 
that they have comprehensive, quality educational programming 
which will help enable them to reach their maximum potential and 
become independent, productive members of society.

MEMBER DISTRICTS OF THE
MORRIS-UNION JOINTURE COMMISSION
Berkeley Heights, Bernards Township, Boonton, 

School District of the Chathams, Clark, Clinton Township, 
Cranford, Florham Park, Harding Township, Kenilworth, Livingston, 
Long Hill Township, Madison, Millburn, Montville, Mountainside, 

New Providence, Roselle Park, Somerset Hills, 
South Orange/Maplewood, Springfield, Summit, Union Township, 

Warren Township, Watchung Borough, 
Watchung Hills Regional High School District,

West Orange, Westfield 



ÒTeaching the students life skills in this 
kind of an environment from a very 
young age allows the skills to become 
familiar to them and lessens the transition 
once they leave the facility, and that is 
our goal: making the transition as 
seamless as possible.Ó

Mr. Jerry Tarnoff
President, Morris-Union Jointure 
Commission Board of Education

We are committed to providing the most

positive and healthy setting possible

for our students.  Our school is

ÒGreen SealÓ certified and will use only

ecologically-friendly cleaning materials.
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THE DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER-WARREN 

QUICK FACTS:
 LOCATION OF SCHOOL:  Warren Township,
            Somerset County, New Jersey
 TYPE OF SCHOOL: Developmental Learning Center
   for students with autism
 AGES SERVED: 3 Ð 21
  ¥ Preschool/Primary School (ages 3-8)
  ¥ Middle School (ages 9-13)
  ¥ Secondary School (ages 14-21)
 CAPACITY – NUMBER OF STUDENTS: 220
 SIZE OF SITE (ACRES): 18.7 AC

 AREA OF BUILDING: 167,000 SF

 SQUARE FEET PER STUDENT: 500

UNIQUE SITE CONSIDERATIONS:

Consistent with the facilityÕs overall theme of creating a non-
traditional environment, the buildingÕs fa•ade bears more resem-
blance to residential ÒtownhousesÓ than a conventional school. Inside, 
ÒMain StreetÓ Ð with its mock storefronts Ð suggests a place of 
commerce more than a typical school hallway. In addition, the main 
entrance has the feel of a hotel lobby and the cafeteria was inspired 
by the classic New Jersey Òdiner.Ó 

The main parking level is on the Main Floor, which is actually the 
third level of the building. A road circling the entire building allows 
drop-off access and unique entry points for each of the schoolÕs three 
age groups. 

Another important and distinguishing feature of the facility is its 
commitment to the environment. Built into the side of a mountain, 
the design of the facility was set in such a way as to be layered 
within the contour of the grades, with a focus into an existing pond 
on the lower level of the property.

The Center has employed a highly efficient geothermal heating and 
cooling system that will consume less fossil fuel and emit less 



Students are supported by the following staff:
• Adaptive physical education teachers 
• Art teachers
• Behavior specialists
• Music teachers
• Occupational therapists
• Physical therapists
• School nurses
• Special education teachers
• Speech/language specialists
• Teacher assistants
• Transition coordinators
• Vocational education teachers

Programs for students include:
• Academic instruction
• Adaptive physical education
• Art and Music
• Community based instruction
• Computer skills (data entry, computer-
     based instruction, assistive technology)
• Daily living activities
• Job sampling
• Learning readiness
• Occupational therapy
• Physical therapy
• Play and leisure skills
• Socialization
• Speech and language therapy
• Transition planning
• Vocational education

The Morris-Union Jointure Commission

provides support and services to more

than 500 students with autismÑmore

than any other public school district in

the State of New Jersey.

Main Street

The school is equipped with state of

the art wireless communications

systems. The classrooms are provided

with live cameras, allowing the parents

to see the progress of the students

from the schoolÕs media center without

creating any interruption to the class.

THE DEVELOPMENTAL LEARNING CENTER-WARREN 
is an innovative new school for students with autism located in Warren 
Township, Somerset County, New Jersey. The school, operated by the 
MUJC, is designed to bring “real world” experiences indoors, creating 
a community within a self-contained, structured environment.

The school’s main hallway, called “Main Street,” is a sky-lit corridor 
that models a downtown street and features a variety of storefronts, 
including a mock bank which will prepare students to perform various 
office functions; a grocery store that will train students to itemize and 
categorize food items and instruct them regarding healthy food 
choices; and a home improvement/ hardware center where students 
receive hands-on training for everyday life skills right on campus. 
Other “learning labs” within the school include a working greenhouse, 
boutique, laundromat, and arts and craft center.  The students can also 
experience what it is like to live in and maintain a fully furnished 
apartment within the same facility.

Another distinctive feature of the school is the inclusion of a tradi-
tional diner (vs. a more typical “cafeteria”), where students will not 
only dine but learn how to work in the food services industry. The 
school also features a gymnasium with an elevated indoor track so 
students can practice cardiovascular exercises and two swimming 
pools – a larger pool for competitive swimming and a smaller recre-
ational pool for students to learn the functional skills associated with 
swimming. The pools are developmentally appropriate for both 
beginners as well as advanced swimmers and are also ideal for aquatic 
therapy.  We look forward to our pools, gymnasium and other facili-
ties being used after school, in the evenings, and on weekends by 
other school districts and community organizations.

The Developmental Learning Center-Warren presents an environment 
where the students can work on skill acquisition and generalize their 
classroom skills to community venues. Teaching the students life skills 
in this type of monitored setting from a very young age develops their 
independence and self worth, thus making their transition to the world 
outside the facility far less intimidating and more productive.



Welcome

Developmental Learni ng Center-Warren
Ceremonial Openin g ¥ May 8, 2007

This Morning’s Itinerary

10:00 Reception 
(main lobby)

Music provided by students from Watchung Hills Regional High School

10:15 Small Group Tour s

10:45 Welcome 
(gymnasium)

Robert Tokash, President, Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC
"Side-by-Side" performed by Developmental Learning Center Students

Jerry Tarnoff, President, MUJC Board of Education

keynote address 
Justice Helen Hoens, Supreme Court of New Jersey

champion for autism awards
Presented by:

Kim Coleman, Superintendent, MUJC
Presented to:

Justice Helen Hoens, Supreme Court of New Jersey
Deirdre Imus, Chairman/CEO, Deirdre Imus Environmental Center for Pediatric Oncology

(accepting on behalf of Deirdre Imus: Bonnie Eskenazi, Managing Director)
Vernon Hill, Chairman of the Board and President, Commerce Bank

Shirley Hill, Founder and President, InterArch

SPECIAL DE DICATION OF THE BO B AND NADINE Tokash AQUATIC CENTER

11:30 small group tours

12:00 re ception
(main lobby)

This morning's ceremonial opening and reception funded by the Autism Education Foundation of the MUJC



Jerry Tarnoff, President, West Orange
Dr. Theodore Jakubowski, Vice President, Union Township
Judith Rattner, Berkeley Heights
Dr. Valerie Goger, Bernards Township
Mario Cardinale, Boonton
James OÕNeill, School District of the Chathams
Dr. Vito A. Gagliardi, Interim Superintendent, Clark
Dr. Elizabeth Nastus, Clinton Township
Dr. Lawrence Feinsod, Cranford
Dr. Will iam Ronzitti, Florham Park
Dr. Dennis Pallozzi, Harding Township
Dr. Lloyd Leschuk, Kenilworth
Dr. Brad Draeger, Livingston
Arthur DiBenedetto, Long Hill Township
Dr. Richard Noonan, Madison

Dr. Richard Brodow, Millburn
Dr. Gary Bowen, Montville
Dr. Richard OÕMalley, Mountainside
Dr. David Miceli, New Providence
Patrick Spagnoletti, Roselle Park
Peter Miller, Somerset Hills
Dr. Peter Horoschak, South Orange/Maplewood
Michael Davino, Springfield
Dr. Carolyn Deacon, Summit
Dr. James Crisfield, Warren Township
Dr. Mary Louise Malyska, Watchung Borough
Dr. Frances Stromsland, Watchung Hills Regional High School District
Dr. William Foley, Westfield
Dr. Kim Coleman, Morris-Union Jointure Commission

Robert F. Tokash, President/Tokash Enterprises, Inc.
Dr. Kim B. Coleman, Vice President/Morris-Union Jointure Commission
Arthur F. Powell, Secretary/Powell Capital Markets, Inc.
Susan Yaniro, Treasurer/Morris-Union Jointure Commission
Ted M. Beal, Equitable/AXA Advisors, LLC
Peter M. Campisano, USA Architects
F. Chandler Coddington, Jr., Bollinger Insurance Company
Catherine B. Douma, Past President/P.R.O.P. (DLC parents’ organization)
Richard B. Falkin, RE/MAX Commercial Real Estate
Margaret Ferraioli, Bethel Ridge
Barbara E. Flynn, President/P.R.O.P. (DLC parents’ organization)
Kevin T. Gillen, Commerce Bank
Terence Golden, Goldcon,Inc.
Dr. P. Kelly Hatfield, Community Advisor
Stephen Lance, Eles, Inc.
D. Nicholas Miceli, Commerce Bank
John F. Nietzel, Investors Savings Bank
Mortimer J. OÕShea, Hilltop Community Bank
Dr. Janet L. Parmelee, Morris-Union Jointure Commission
Ernest G. Richards, Jr., Richards Group, P.C., CPA’s

Morris-Union Jointure Commission • 2007 Board of Education

Autism Education Foundation of the MUJc • Board of Trustees

Morris-Union Jointure Commission
340 Central Avenue   New Providence, NJ 07974  (908) 464-7625   www.mujc.org



Main Street, Developmental Learning Center, Warren, NJ



You Are Cordially Invited to the
Ceremonial Opening of the

Innovative New School for Students with Autism...

Morris-Union Jointure Commission
Developmental Learning Center-Warren

King George Road and Mountain View Road
Warren, NJ 07059

May 8, 2007
10:00 AM Ð Noon

Welcome Remarks, Tour, Reception

Please RSVP by May 1 by calling (908) 464-7625,
then press Ò0Ó or email to Òwarrenopening@mujc.orgÓ

(please include your name, phone number, and number of guests in your party)
Directions to the Developental Learning Center-Warren can be found at www.mujc.org

Hosted by the Morris-Union Jointure Commission Education Foundation

Exterior, Developmental Learning Center, Warren, NJ


